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Mr. Chairman,
1. I would like to begin by thanking you for convening today’s meeting. 
2. Setting aside all the questions and controversies concerning the legality of veto power, what is certain is that it is an enormous privilege that was formed and admitted in the particular context of the deeply troubled aftermath of the Second World War. In this regard, if the realities of power politics dictate its continued existence, then at the very least, it must be exercised with utmost restraint, and with full accountability for the reasons that it is being employed.
3. Past efforts to regulate the use of veto have been far from a success. It is our hope, however, that the veto will ultimately be brought in line with the decision-making process of the organization, in a way that can ensure the minimization of the exercise of veto power as well as the enhancement of international peace and security. Developments in the international order such as the end of the Cold War have, to a certain degree, led to a decrease in the frequency and instances in which the veto power was invoked.

Mr. Chairman,

4. Some useful proposals have also been put on the table with regard to limiting or regulating the use of veto, such as restricting the exercise of veto to matters falling under the jurisdiction of Chapter VII, prohibiting the exercise of veto vis-à-vis genocide or humanitarian interventions. These are examples of many proposals which merit focused study if the Membership is serious about reforming the Council in a manner that is consistent with the changing geopolitical realities of not only today, but also of tomorrow. 
5. Today’s discussion helps further highlight the inter-connected nature of the key issues, and why they can only be addressed in a comprehensive manner, in line with the principle of single undertaking. It is obvious that any discussions of the veto should cover, as its premise, the issue of categories, together with a scrutiny on the working methods and relationship of the Council with the General Assembly. We hope our discussions will be organized accordingly to reflect the mutually-reinforcing inter-relatedness of the key issues.
Mr. Chairman,
6. At the same time, we believe that the historical under-representation of Africa needs to be redressed. It is our hope that through further deliberation, an adequate mechanism to give weight to the voice of Africa could be found within the framework of the intermediary solution, which my delegation believes is the most feasible option available to us at this point. Thank you.
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