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Canadian Intervention
Mr. Facilitator, 

Thank you for your helpful letter on this important subject. Canada welcomes this opportunity to discuss the use of the veto.   In our view, serious consideration must be given to the veto, including the possibility of placing restrictions on its use, if Security Council reform is to be genuinely comprehensive.  

Mr Facilitator,

I have had occasion in recent months to record Canada's view that the legitimacy of the Council depends not only on the breadth of its composition, but derives also from its effectiveness -- by the way it carries out its functions.   

When viewed through the lens of efficiency and transparency, it is hard not to reach the conclusion that changes to the application of the veto are necessary.   

We all know, Mr. Facilitator, the inhibiting effect that the veto, or even the threat of its use, has had on Council deliberations over the years. In the recent past, there have been several regrettable occasions when the spectre of the veto had the effect of dampening debate or delaying important decisions.   

This is inappropriate.  The veto was never meant to be a tool for avoiding debate on difficult issues nor for disciplining the rest of the Council.

In fact, it is Canada's view that the use of the veto can rarely be justified.    

Mr. Facilitator,

Looking ahead to the upcoming negotiations, it is important that we ask ourselves how the veto could be reformed to improve the effectiveness and accountability of the Council. 

In Canada’s view, three simple changes would go a long way to improving the manner in which Council business is conducted. 

First, the use of the veto should be restricted to Council decisions taken under Chapter VII of the Charter, so that it cannot be used to block discussion or action likely to contribute to the pacific settlement of disputes under Chapter VI. 

Second, Canada takes the view that the veto has no place whatsoever in deliberations on situations of genocide, crimes against humanity or war crimes, and we join the S5 in calling for restrictions on the veto's use in these situations.

Third, we concur with the S5 proposal that those entrusted with the power of the veto must hold themselves to a higher standard of transparency and accountability.  This means, where the veto IS invoked, the permanent member(s) in question should be prepared to publicly explain and justify its use.    

Collectively we believe these changes to the application of the veto would substantially improve the Council's functioning.

Mr. Facilitator,

I note that today at least one Permanent Member has argued that it is unrealistic to think the Charter could be amended to place restrictions on the application of the existing veto. 

We would note that this type of modest change is only unrealistic if those who currently possess the veto refuse to consider it as an option. Conversely, if those who possess the veto are willing to consider modest constraints on its applicability, these reforms become eminently realistic in the course of current negotiations, particularly in light of the overwhelming support for such change which has been expressed here today and so often in the past. 

Mr. Facilitator, 

My delegation's general opposition to the veto is well known.  However, I would like to acknowledge calls which have been made by the African group for a greater role in deliberations affecting their region. The fact that more than 65% of Council business relates to situations on the African continent, coupled with Africa's historic underrepresentation on the Council, represents a unique situation and one which we should seek to rectify in the context of SC Reform. We would therefore be open to exploring in the context of these negotiations, new mechanisms that would address this unique challenge in a manner acceptable to our African colleagues.
Mr. Facilitator, 

In conclusion let me reaffirm Canada’s commitment to a comprehensive reform of the Security Council. This reform should encourage the Council to conduct its work effectively and efficiently and be built upon the principles that in the 21st century unites us all: democracy, transparency, accountability and representation. In our view, this speaks strongly to a reform that will limit the use of the veto to the maximum extent possible. 

Thank you.

 

 

