
  PROFILE of GIORGIO GAJA  

Professor Gaja is a well-known and 
experienced scholar in international 
law. He was born in Switzerland in 
1939, and graduated in law in Rome in 
1960. Thereafter he undertook and 
pursued an academic career. He is 
married and has three children and two 
grandchildren. He has been Full 
Professor of International Law in 
Florence since 1974. He was visiting 
professor at various universities and 
academic institutions both in Europe 
and in the United States, including the 
Hague Academy of International Law, 
where he is due to give the general 
course this Summer. He has published 
extensively in the field of international 
law, private international law and EU 
law. Professor Gaja has devoted the 
main part of his life to studying and 
teaching international law. Since 1989 
he has been the editor-in-chief of the 
Rivista di Diritto Internazionale (the 
most prestigious periodical on 
international law in Italy, which was 
founded in 1906 by Dionisio Anzilotti). 
He is a member of the Institut de droit 
international since 1993 and is the 
current chairman of the Italian Society 
of International Law.  Contact: 

 

Permanent Mission of Italy to the United Nations: 

One Dag Hammarskjold Plaza, New York, N.Y. 10017 
Tel. (646) 8405300, Fax  (212) 486 1036, e-mail: info.italy@esteri.it 
www.italyun.esteri.it
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Besides being a scholar of outstanding reputation, Professor Gaja is also quite familiar 
with the procedural law and practice of the International Court of Justice since he 
acted as counsel and later served as ad hoc Judge in five cases before the Court.  
He is a member of the International Law Commission since 1999 and in this capacity 
he has acted as Special Rapporteur on the issue of Responsibility of International 
Organizations; he also served as Chairman of the Drafting Committee and as First 
Vice-Chairman. Moreover, Professor Gaja has also acquired experience of multilateral 
negotiations, in particular acting in the Drafting Committee of  the 1986 Vienna 
Conference which lead to the conclusion of the Vienna Convention of the Law of 
Treaties between States and International Organizations or between International 
Organizations.   

 

23015B_txt gaja bro.indd   1 2/10/11   1:05:10 PM



 
Professor Gaja was nominated unanimously as a candidate by 
the Italian National Group of the Permanent Court of 
Arbitration. In view of his reputation as a scholar, his well-
known integrity and independence, Italy is pleased to 
commend the candidature of Professor Giorgio Gaja for 
election as a Judge of the International Court of Justice.  

Curriculum vitae 
 
 
• Born at Luzern, Switzerland, 7 December 1939. Italian nationality. 
 
• Degree in law, University of Rome, 1960. “Libera docenza” in International Law, 

1968. 
 
• Professor of International Law at the University of Florence School of Law since 

1974. Dean of the School of Law, 1978-1981. 
 
• Member of the International Law Commission since 1999. Chairman of the 

Drafting Committee, 2000. First Vice-Chairman, 2006. Special Rapporteur on 
Responsibility of International Organizations since 2002.  

 
• Judge ad hoc of the International Court of Justice in five cases, respectively 

concerning the Legality of the Use of Force (Yugoslavia v. Italy),  Maritime 
Delimitation between Nicaragua and Honduras in the Caribbean Sea, The 
Territorial and Maritime Dispute (Nicaragua v. Colombia), Application of the 
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination (Georgia v. Russian Federation), and Jurisdictional Immunities of 
the State (Germany v. Italy). 

 
 
• Delegate of the Italian Government at the Vienna Conference on the Law of 

Treaties between States and International Organizations or between International 
Organizations, 1986. Counsel to the Italian Government in the Elsi case before the 
International Court of Justice, 1989. 

 
• Member of the Institut de Droit International. Editor of the Rivista di Diritto 

Internazionale. Member of the Advisory Boards of the Common Market Law 
Review, the Columbia Journal of European Law and the European Journal of 
International Law. 

 
• Lecturer, Hague Academy of International Law, 1981. Part-Time Professor at the 

European University Institute, 1980 and 1984-5. Visiting Professor at the Johns 
Hopkins University, 1977-8, at the University of Geneva, 1983 and 1985, at the 
University of Paris I, 1989 and 2001, at the University of Aix-en-Provence-Marseille 
III, 1992,  at the University of Michigan Law School, 1992, at the Columbia Law 
School, 1996, at the Graduate Institute of International Studies at Geneva, 2001, 
and at the University of Paris II, 2004. 
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Publications on International Law 
 
Books 
 
- L’esaurimento dei ricorsi interni nel diritto internazionale (The exhaustion of 
local remedies in international law), Giuffrè, Milano, VIII-246 (1967) 
 
 
Articles and Chapters in Books 
 
- “Problems of Applicability of International Conventions on Commercial 
Arbitration”, Commercial Arbitration. Essays in Memoriam Eugenio Minoli, 
UTET, Torino, 191-217 (1974) 
 
- “Considerazioni sugli effetti delle sentenze di merito della Corte internazionale 
di giustizia”, 14 Comunicazioni e Studi dell’Istituto di Diritto Internazionale e 
Straniero dell’Università di Milano 313-335 (1975)  
 
- “Reservations to Treaties and the Newly Independent States”, 1 The Italian 
Yearbook of International Law 52-68 (1975) 
 
- “Aspetti giuridici della cooperazione europea nella politica estera”, 59 Rivista 
di Diritto Internazionale 468-488 (1976) 
 
- “Jus Cogens beyond the Vienna Convention”, 172 Recueil des Cours de 
l’Académie de Droit International de La Haye 271-316 (1981) 
 
- “The European Community’s Rights and Obligations under Mixed 
Agreements”, Mixed Agreements (D. O’Keeffe and H.G. Schermers eds.), 
Kluwer, Deventer, 133-140 (1983) 
 
- “Effets directs et réciprocité dans la jurisprudence concernant l’accord entre la 
Communauté européenne et la Suisse”, 40 Annuaire Suisse de Droit 
International 9-29 (1984) 
 
- “Unruly Treaty Reservations”,  International Law at the Time of its 
Codification. Essays in Honour of Roberto Ago, Giuffrè, Milano, Vol. I, 307-330 
(1987) 
 
- “Le prime annate della “Rivista di Diritto Internazionale” e il rinnovamento 
del metodo”, 16  Quaderni fiorentini per la storia del pensiero giuridico moderno
485-497 (1987) 

- “A “New” Vienna Convention on Treaties between States and International 
Organizations or between International Organizations: A Critical Commentary”, 
58 The British Year Book of International Law 253-269 (1987) 
 
- “Some Reflections on the European Community’s International 
Responsibility”, Non-Contractual Liability of the European Communities (H.G. 
Schermers, T. Heukels and P. Mead eds.), Nijhoff, Dordrecht/Boston/London, 
169-176 (1988) 
 
- “Obligations Erga Omnes, International Crimes and Jus Cogens: A Tentative 
Analysis of Three Related Concepts”, International Crimes of States (J.H.H. 
Weiler, A. Cassese and M. Spinedi eds.), de Gruyter, Berlin/New York, 151-160 
(1989) 
 
- “Aspetti problematici della tutela dei diritti fondamentali nell’ordinamento 
comunitario”, 71 Rivista di Diritto Internazionale 574-589 (1988) 
 
- “Measures Against Terrorist Acts Under International Law”, Maritime 
Terrorism and International Law (N. Ronzitti ed.), Nijhoff, 
Dordrecht/Boston/London, 15-24 (1990) 
 
- “Il divieto di discriminazione in ragione del sesso nella giurisprudenza della 
Corte europea dei diritti dell’uomo”,  4 Rivista Internazionale dei Diritti 
dell’Uomo 441-451 (1991) 
 
- “Positivism and Dualism in Dionisio Anzilotti”,  3  European Journal of 
International Law, No. 1, 123-138 (1992) 
 
- “Réflexions sur le rôle du Conseil de sécurité dans le nouvel ordre mondial. A 
propos des rapports entre maintien de la paix et crimes internationaux des 
Etats »,  Revue Générale de Droit International Public 297-320 (1993) 
 
- « La Convention Européenne des Droits de l’Homme dans les ordres 
juridiques des Etats membres de la Communauté Européenne », La Protection 
des Droits de l’Homme dans le cadre européen (J. Iliopoulos-Strangas ed.), 
Nomos, Baden-Baden, 131-150 (1993) 
 
- “Use of Force Made or Authorized by the United Nations”,  The United 
Nations at Age Fifty. A Legal Perspective (C. Tomuschat ed.), Kluwer,The 
Hague/London/Boston, 39-58 (1995) 
 
- “Problemi attuali concernenti l’uso della forza nel sistema delle Nazioni 
Unite”, L’ONU: cinquant’anni di attività e prospettive per il futuro, Roma, 416-
425 (1996) 
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- “Some Reflections on the European Community’s International Responsibility”, 
The Action for Damages in Community Law (T. Heukels and A. McDonnell eds.), 
Kluwer Law International, The Hague/London/Boston, 351-361 (1997) 
 
- “Should All References to International Crimes Disappear from the ILC Draft 
Articles on State Responsibility?”,   10 European Journal of International Law 363-
370 (1999)  
 
- “Does the European Court of Human Rights Use its Stated Methods of 
Interpretation?”, Divenire sociale e adeguamento del diritto. Studi in onore di 
Francesco Capotorti, Giuffrè, Milano, Vol. I, 213-227 (1999) 
 
- “New Instruments and Institutions for Enhancing the Protection of Human 
Rights in Europe?”, The EU and Human Rights (P. Alston ed.), Oxford University 
Press, Oxford, 781-800 (1999) 
 
- “Expulsion of Aliens: Some Old and New Issues in International Law”, Cursos 
Euromediterráneos Bancaja de Derecho Internacional,  Aranzadi, Elcano,  Vol. III, 
283-314 (1999) 
 
- “Deliberating on Questions of Jurisdiction in the International Court of Justice”, 
Liber Amicorum Judge Shigeru Oda (N. Ando, E. McWhinney and R. Wolfrum 
eds.), Kluwer Law International, The Hague/London/New York, 409-417 (2002) 
 
- “Trends in Judicial Activism and Judicial Self-Restraint Relating to Community 
Agreements”, The European Union as an Actor in International Relations (E. 
Cannizzaro ed.), Kluwer Law International, The Hague/London/New York, 117-
134 (2002) 
 
- “Rapporti fra trattati di estradizione e norme internazionali sui diritti umani”, 
Diritti dell’uomo, estradizione ed espulsione. Atti del Convegno di studio 
organizzato dall’Università di Ferrara per salutare Giovanni Battaglini (29-30 
ottobre 1999), CEDAM, Padova, 125-140 (2003) 
 
- “Is a State Specially Affected when its Nationals’ Human  Rights are Infringed?”, 
Man’s Inhumanity to Man. Essays on International Law in Honour of Antonio 
Cassese (L.C. Vohrah et al. eds.), Kluwer Law International, The 
Hague/London/New York, 373-382 (2003) 
 
- “Droit des Etats et droits des individus dans le cadre de la protection 
diplomatique”, La protection diplomatique. Mutations contemporaines et 
pratiques nationales (J.-F. Flauss ed.), Nemesis/Bruylant, Bruxelles, 64-69 (2003) 

- “How Does the European Community’s International Responsibility Relate to its 
Exclusive Competence?”, Studi di diritto internazionale in onore di Gaetano 
Arangio-Ruiz, Editoriale Scientifica, Napoli, 747-755 (2004) 
 
- “Combating Terrorism: Issues of Jus ad Bellum and Jus in Bello – The Case of 
Afghanistan”, Anti-Terrorist Measures and Human Rights (W. Benedek and A. 
Yotopoulos-Marangopoulos eds.), Nijhoff, Leiden/Boston, 161-170 (2004) 
 
- “The Perspective of International Law”, Multilingual Texts and Interpretation of 
Tax Treaties and EC Tax Law (G. Maisto ed.), IBFD, Amsterdam, 91-100 (2005) 
 
- “La doctrine et la pratique de droit international: quelques réflexions”, 51 
Annuaire Français de Droit International, XI-XVII (2005) 
 
- “The Review by the European Court of Human Rights of Member States’ Acts 
Implementing European Union Law: ‘Solange’ Yet Again?”, Völkerrecht als 
Rechtsordnung – Common Values in International Law. Festschrift für/Essays in 
Honour of Christian Tomuschat (P.-M. Dupuy, B. Fassbinder, M.N. Shaw and K.-
P. Sommermann eds.), N.P. Engel, Kehl/Strasbourg/Arlington, 517-526 (2006)   
 
- “Dualism – A Review”, New Perspectives on the Divide Between National and 
International Law (J. Nijman and A. Nollkaemper eds.), Oxford University Press, 
Oxford, 52-62 (2007) 
 
- “La possibilité d’invoquer l’état de nécessité pour protéger les intérêts de la 
communauté internationale », Droit du pouvoir, pouvoir du droit – Mélanges 
offerts à Jean Salmon, Bruylant, Bruxelles, 417-424 (2007) 
 
- “Il regime della Convenzione di Vienna concernente le riserve inammissibili”, 
Studi in onore di Vincenzo Starace, Editoriale Scientifica, Napoli, 349-361 (2008) 
 
- “Les forces des Nations Unies pour le maintien de la paix au temps des 
réformes”, La ONU y el mantenimiento de la paz en el siglo XXI entre la 
adaptación y la reforma de la Carta (J. Cardona Llorens ed.), Tirant lo Blanch, 
Valencia, 163-169 (2008) 
 
- “Responsabilité des Etats et/ou des organisations internationals en cas de 
violations des droits de l’homme: la question de l’attribution”, in Société française 
de Droit international, Journées d’études de Strasbourg, La soumission des 
organisations internationales aux normes relatives aux droits de l’homme, Pedone, 
Paris, 95-103 (2009) 
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- « Are the Effects of the UN Charter under EC Law Governed by Article 307 
of the EC Treaty ? », 28 Yearbook of European Law 610-615 (2009) 
 
- “The Position of Individuals in International Law: An ILC Perspective”,  21 
European Journal of  International Law, 11-14 (2010) 
 
 
Entries for Encyclopaedias or Commentaries 
 
 
- “Infanzia (diritto internazionale)”, 21 Enciclopedia del Diritto, Giuffrè, 
Milano, 410-416 (1971) 
 
- “Lavoro (diritto internazionale pubblico)”, 23 Enciclopedia del Diritto, 
Giuffrè, Milano, 620-641 (1973) 
 
- “I Patti internazionali sui diritti economici, sociali e culturali e sui diritti 
civili e politici. Introduzione”, Codice degli atti internazionali sui diritti 
dell’uomo (E. Vitta and V. Grementieri eds.), Giuffrè, Milano, 47-63 (1981) 
 
- “Organizzazione internazionale del lavoro”, 31 Enciclopedia del Diritto, 
Giuffrè, Milano, 336-348 (1981) 
 
- “Principi generali del diritto”, 35 Enciclopedia del Diritto, Giuffrè, Milano, 
535-547 (1986) 
 
- “Armi nucleari” (with Stefano Marino), 1 Digesto delle Discipline 
Pubblicistiche, UTET, Torino, 404-414 (1987) 
 
- “Trattati internazionali”, 15 Digesto delle Discipline Pubblicistiche, UTET, 
Torino, 344-368 (1999) 
 
- “Art. 1”, Commentario della Convenzione europea per la tutela dei diritti 
dell’uomo e delle libertà fondamentali (S. Bartole, B. Conforti and G. 
Raimondi eds.), CEDAM, Padova, 23-34 (2001) 
 
- “The Long Journey towards Repressing Aggression”, The Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court: A Commentary (A. Cassese, P. Gaeta and 
J.R.W.D. Jones eds.), Oxford University Press, Oxford, 427-441 (2002) 

- “Relationship of the ICJ with Other International Courts and Tribunals”, The 
Statute of the International Court of Justice: A Commentary (A. Zimmermann, 
C. Tomuschat and K. Oellers-Frahm eds.), Oxford University Press, Oxford, 
533-544 (2006) 
 
- “Convention de Vienne de 1969 – Article 38”, Les Conventions de Vienne sur 
le droit des traités. Commentaire article par article (O. Corten and P. Klein 
eds.), Bruylant, Bruxelles, 1505-1519 (2006)  
 
- « Convention de Vienne de 1986  - Article 38 », Les Conventions de Vienne sur 
le droit des traités. Commentaire article par article (O. Corten and P. Klein 
eds.), Bruylant, Bruxelles, 1521-1522 (2006) 
 
- “General Principles of Law”, Max Planck Encyclopedia of Public 
International Law, Oxford University Press, Oxford (2008) 
 
- “The Role of the United Nations in Preventing and Suppressing Genocide”, 
The UN Genocide Convention – A Commentary (P. Gaeta ed.), Oxford 
University Press, Oxford, 397-406 (2009) 
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