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Thank you Mr. Chairman,

It is indeed my honour to speak on behalf of the 14 Member States of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM): Antigua and Barbuda, the Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, St Lucia, St Kitts and Nevis, St Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago and my own country Jamaica.

Mr. Chairman,

It has been nearly four years since our leaders made the unequivocal call           (in 2005) for early reform of the Security Council as an essential element of the overall effort to reform the United Nations, “in order to make it more broadly representative, efficient, and transparent and thus to further enhance its effectiveness and the legitimacy and implementation of its decisions”. 
There can be no denying that the fact that the Question of the Veto and the historic pattern of its misuse and abuse, including through selective application by the P-5 (beyond their immediate national security interests), are central issues which need to be fundamentally addressed, if meaningful reform of the Security Council is to be achieved.

Mr. Chairman,

Although the veto is not explicitly mentioned in the UN Charter, the fact that the substantive decisions by the UNSC require “the concurring votes of the Permanent Members” means that any of the Permanent Members can prevent the adoption by the Council of any draft resolution. In our view, this practice is fundamentally undemocratic and often times unrepresentative of the wider membership of the United Nations, in whose interest the Council is empowered to act.

The post World War II scenario of 1945 which may have necessitated the formulation of such a mechanism, to undertake the will of the Council, has changed significantly since then. Contemporary global realities now require that this principal organ of the United Nations system, “moves with the times”. 
Mr. Chairman,

CARICOM underlines also, the need for the intergovernmental negotiations to focus equal attention on the so-called “hidden” or “pocket veto” through which the P-5 by the mere threat of a veto can cause major changes to the text of a draft resolution not to their liking, or for the text to be withdrawn altogether.

The interests and security of the developing world, particularly in those countries beset by conflict are negatively affected, where inaction by the Security Council has more often than not, resulted in the exacerbation of the conflicts.

Mr. Chairman,

The very credibility of the Security Council and its ability to promptly and effectively respond to international security threats, are inextricably linked to its overall reform and in particular the “power of the veto”.

The misuse and abuse of the veto seriously undermine the main purpose of reform efforts to make the Council more transparent and accountable. This practice has also had a demoralizing effect on the wider membership leading to apathy and cynicism. 

Essentially CARICOM’s Position on the Veto is as follows: 
· All pertinent proposals and positions advanced by Member States pertaining to the Question of the Veto should be placed on the table for negotiation.

· There should be a full ventilation of all contending view points on the issue of retention or abolition of the veto.

· CARICOM adheres to its principled position and long term perspective that the veto is an anachronistic relic of the cold war era which should be abolished.

· If retained, however, the veto should be granted to all new permanent members with a view to making its power more diffuse.  Nevertheless, Member States should be prepared to apply the required political pressure on the P-5 to discourage and forbid the use of the veto in certain specific circumstances, i.e., war crimes, genocide, crimes against humanity and other grave violations of international law.

· CARICOM supports the idea of recourse to the relevant mechanism available to the General Assembly, to override the use of the veto, by a qualified majority, in accordance with the rules of procedure of the UNGA.

· Additionally, we could also contemplate the creation of a mechanism within the Security Council for an override of a veto by a specified majority.  

I thank you, Mr. Chairman.

